Annual report of the selectmen, treasurer, collector, librarian, and highway agents of the town of Lee, N.H., for the year ending January 31, 1921. by Lee Town Representatives
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ARTHUR J. THOMPSON, GORHAM SAWYER.
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
To the inhabitants of the Town of Xee, N. H.^ in the
County of Strafford in said state, qualified to vote in
town affairs.
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said Lee on Tuesday, the eighth day of March next, at nine of
the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year
ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to
defray town charges for the ensuing year, and make appro-
priation for the same.
3. To see if the town will vote, raise and appropriate a
sum of money sufficient to secure State Aid for Highways.
4. To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate
$100 for control of the White Pine Blister Kust.
5 To bring in your ballots upon each of the questions
submitted by the Convention to Revise the Constitution rela-
tive to the amendments proposed by said Convention at a
session held on January 28, 1921.












STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
Inventory of the Town of Lee for the year 1920.
SELECTMEN'S ACCOUNT.




Furniture and equipment, '200.00
Library furniture and equipment, '2,000.00
Highway Department, Land and Buildings, 850.00
equipment, , 150.00
TOWN CLERK^S REPORT.
Whole number of male dogs licensed, 3(5, $72.00
" " of female dogs licensed, 5, 25.00
$97.00
Fee for issuing 41 licenses at 20 cents, 8.20





For the Year Ending January 31, 1921.
RECEIPTS.
Amountin treasury Feb. ], 1920, | 77 80 ^
Received of Newmarket Nation-
al Bank, 2,000 00^
Received from State, highway depart-
ment maintenance, state aid, 303 02
Received from State, highway depart-
ment appropriation, 316 00
Received from State, railroad tax, 699 51
Received from State, savings bank tax, 704 91
Received from F. P. Comings, dog
licenses, gg 8q
Received from F. P. Comings, auto
permits, Hg 55
Received of Strafford Couqty, board
of Lee poor, .^5 50
Received from Charles H. Johnson,
collector of taxes for 1919, 270 99 J^
Interest on taxes for 1919, 12 22
Received from William H. Thompson,




Paid orders drawn by selectmen, $7,301 16
Frank I. Caldwell, treasurer of
school district, 2,500 00
State tax, 1,717 00
County tax, 1,094 57
Newmarket National Hank, 2,000 00
Newmarket National Bank, int
,
87 50
Strafford National Bank, interest, 5 00
For revenue stamps, 40
State on poll taxes, 138 00
|;14,843 63
Cash on hand 667 78
$15,511 41
FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
Due from William H. Thompson, $667 78
1920 34 93
Surplus, $702 71











Town officers salaries, $ 244 00
Town officers expenses 108 97
Election and Registration, 55 65
Care and supplies for Town Hall, 46 45
Damage by dogs, 65 00
Health Department, 10 00
Vital Statistics, 8 00
State Aid Maintenance, 427 23
Snow bill, 1,429 16
Highways and Bridges, 3,400 05
Repairs on Road Machine, 14 45
Library, 50 25
Memorial Day, 6 00
Abatements, 134 30
Chatman Case, 98 80
State Aid Construction, 1,057 10
New Town Plains Road, 91 00
State tax, 1,717 00
County tax, 1,094 57
School District, 4,191 00
TOWN OFFICERS' SALARIES.
Arthur J. Thompson, auditor 1920, $ 4 00
Horace G. Hill, Selectman, 50 00
Benjamin Lang, '* 50 00
Perry L. Harvey, « ^0 00
11
Fred P, Comings, Town Clerk, $20 00
George A. Dudley, Treasurer, 20 00
William H. Thompson, Tax Collector, 50 00
TOWN OFFICERS' EXPENSES.
Marshall Press, printing reports,
P>ank I. Caldwell, Gate Keeper,
Fred P. Comings,
James B. Walker, lunches for election,
Horace G. Hill, Town Lines,
Benjamin Lang, Town Lines,
Perry L. Harvey, Town Lines,
Fred P. Comings,
William H. Thompson, stamps, etc.
ELECTION AND REGISTRATION.
Edison C. Eastman, elec. warrants etc. $10 65
G. B Thompson, Ballot Clerk, 9 00
Perry L. Harvey, Gate Keeper, 9 00
Loren S. Fernald, Ballot Clerk,
Frank I. Caldwell, Ballot Inspector,
George A. Dudley, Moderator
TOWN HALL.
James B. Walker, wood and supplies
Fred P. Comings, Janitor,
VITAL STATISTICS.











Paid Wm. B. Caswell, 293 50





Paid William B. Caswell,
14
Paid John Currier, $57 34
Jesse Smith for J. True Bartlelt, 29 72
Lee Fibre Co., for J. True Bartlett, '2,1 00
Geo J. Penneo, for J. True Bartlett, 24 80
Charles A. Piper, 7 60
Charles Freeman, 5 40
Warren D. Sawyer, 15 00
$1,429 16
CHATMAN CASE.
Expenses for Chatman case, $98 80
ABATEMENTS.
Fred Allen, paid in Epping, $5 00
Willis Fernald, paid in Nottingham,
Eugene Foster, over 70
Charles B. Harvey, paid in Epping,
George H. James, out of town,
Herman Keniston, too young,
George E. Munroe, paid in Strafford,
Charles H. Mitchell, left town,
John Nelson, left town,
John Perkins, left town,
Lester Sawyer, left town,
Sargent Smith, left town,
Arthur E. Thompson, left town,
Harvey Whitehouse, Jr., left town,
Jesse Williams, left town,
Frank Robert, paid in Derry,
Frank Young, paid in Dover,
Fred Bassett, left state,
Ernest Eaton, riot to be found,
Charles Stillson, not to be found, 5 00
5
15
Everett, Thompson, paid in Dover, $5 00
Horace Clay, paid in IStrafford, 5 00
Albert Caverno, paid in Kittery, Me. 5 00
Herman B. Kenniston, no property, 14 80
G. B. Haley, overtaxed, 8 50
$134 80
I have examined the foregoing accounts and find them
correct, with proper vouchers.
ARTHUR J. THOMPSON,
Auditor
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF LEE.
tual Revenue
17
Health: Vital Statistics, I 18 00
Highways and Bridges: 4,829 21
State Aid Maintenance, 427 23
State contribution, 221 01
Town contribution, 206 22
General exp. of Highway Dept., 14 45
Education and Library, 50 25








Payment to school districts,
727
HIGHWAY AGENTS' ACCOUNTS.
Charles A. Piper, received of
19
Paid John T. Sawyer, $4 60
Warren D. Sawyer, 7 00
$15 20
CULVERTS AND BRIDGES.
Received of Town, $118 85
Repairing Fernaldbridge,($80 00) $ B 85
Paid E. J. York, two stringers and
cement, $57 60
W. D. Sawyer, team and labor, 22 40
W. D. Sawyer repairing culverts, 35 00
1118 85
Warren D. Sawyer, in account with the Town of Lee, 1920.
Received of Town for labor on highway, $444 95
Paid Frank I. Caldwell,
20
Paid Victor Coutre, |3 00
Town ofMadbnry, 1 OO
P'rank L. Dinsmore, 3 oO
SB91 00
CINDERS AT LEE DEPOT, 1920.
Perry L. Harvey, received of Town, $121 B8
Paid Benjamin Lang, |l(j oO
William E. Ryan, 18 '22
John French, 9 73
Perry L. Harvey, 22 78
James Rollins, 3 5g
Elmer Kenniston, 5 33
W. A. Plummer, 20 44
196 11
Perry L. Harvey, received of Town, $25 27
Paid Thomas Brewitt, bridge signs, $3 50
P. L. Harvey, unloading bridge
plank, 7 78
P. L. Harvey, getting and posting
signs, 4 88
P. L. Harvey, going to Dover
and expenses, 9 11
$25 27
STATE ROAD CONSTRUCTION FOR 1920.
Perry L. Harvey, received of Town, $1,043 11
Paid Perry L. Harvey, $167 79
James Rollins, qi 33
John French, 89 77
William E. Ryan, 113 77




Paid Jacob Cilley, ^87 11
Leon Dame, '^4 00
Elmer Keniston, 46 22
Joshua M. Cook, 6 67
John Deraeritt, 4 00
C. L. Jenness, dyu, caps and fuse, 26 75
A. J. Turcotte, shovels, picks
and handles, 1^ ^^
W. A. Plummer, lantern and oil, 2 28
Berry & Shorey, fuse, 1 00
H. A. Crouse, sharpening drills, 2 70
W. A. Plummer, 284 loads gravel, 28 40
W. J. Thurston, 108 loads gravel, 10 80
P. L. Harvey, use of auto, 17 20
$1,043 11
DEARBORN'S CULVERT.







Walter Smith 4 90





Unloading and hauling plank from Lee depot for bridges.
John Currier, $12 00
Norman Demeritt, 12 00
Labor on bridge.
John Currier, ^ ^^
Darius Mariotti, ^ ^^
22
Norman Demeritt, $4 00


















John Currier, $169 95
Norman Demeritt, 64 00
Walter Smith, 48 00
Darius Mariotti, 39 13
Grover Smith, 36 00
Elsworth Garrity, 36 00
Charles Dame, 8 00
John Currier, gravel, . 7 60
Frank Burleigh, 4 00
Warren Sawyer, 6 00
Everett Dalton 3 11
4
23
Warren Kelsey, $1 78
James Lee, gravel, . 1 00
Frank Lang, putting knife on road machine, . . 25
Expreis on road machine parts, 83
$425 65
Breaking Roads and Shoveling Snow.
John Currier, $20 45
Darius Mariotti, 12 00
Norman Demeritt, 8 00
Wood Burleigh, 8 00
Everett Dalton, 5 33
Grover Smith, 3 56
$57 34
REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC LIBRARY.
LIBRARY OPEN TO PUBLIC SATURDAYS FROM TWO TO FOUR P. M.
Books added this year,
remainder purchased
:
The Glories of Ireland,
Life of Henry Ward Beecher
The Battle with the Slums,
School, College and Character,
The Aristocracy of Health,
The Lady of the Lake,
Sir Roger De Coverly Papers,
Lays and Legends,
Sonnets of the Century,
The Psychology of Bolshevism,
Present Problems in Foreign Policy,
The Economic Consequences of the Peace
American Foreign Policy,














Soldiers and Sailors of France in the Amer-
ican War for Independence, Capt. Joachim Merlant
Tom Slade on the River,
Tom Slade with the Colors,
Tom Slade on a Transport,
When Max Came,















The Boarded Up House,
A Poor Wise Man,
























ACCOUNT OF TREASURER OF LEE PUBLIC
LIBRARY.
On hand, Jan. 31, 1920,
Received from Town,
Paid for books,




























THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
To the Inhabitants of the School District in, the Town of
Lee^ qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to Qieet at the Town House in
said district on the nineteenth day of March, 1921, at two
o'clock in the afternoon, to act upon the following subjects :
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a member of the School Board for the
ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees
or Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
6. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in rela-
tion to any subject embraced in this Warrant.
7. To see how much money the District will raise and
appropriate for the support of schools.
8. To see what sum of money the District will vote to
raise and appropriate to make necessary repairs in the South
School building.












REPORT OF IHE SCHOOL BOARD OF LEE.
For the year Sept. 1,
29






Balance on hand, Sept. 1, 1920,
$380
30
PROPOSED EXPENDITURES FOR YEAR BEGINNING SEPT. 1, 1921.
1. Salaries of District officers, $70 00
2. Superintendent's excess salary, 75 00
3. Truant officer and school census, 5 00
4. Expenses of administration, 15 00
5. Teachers' salaries, 2,t)00 00
6. Text books, 105 00
7. School Supplies, . 140 00
8. Flags and appurtenances, 10 00
9. Other expenses of instruction, 10 00
10. Janitor service, 81 00
11. Fuel, 150 00
12. Water, light and janitor supplies, .... 25 00
13. Minor repairs and expenses, 134 00
14. Medical inspection, 75 00
16. High School tuition, 800 00
17. Elementary school tuition, 63 00
22. Alterations, 300 00
26. Tax for State-wide supervision, 180 00
$4,838 00
ESTIMATE OP REVENUE, SEPT. 1, 1921.
1. Available from taxation, $5.00 per $1,000 . $2,680 12
2. Selectmen's assessment for H. S. tuition . . 800 00
3. Selectmen's assessment for salaries District
officers, 70 00
4. Selectmen's assessment for per capita super-
visory tax, 180 00
5. Dog licenses, 20 00
6. Elementary school tuition, 40 00
7. Appropriation for repairs and alterations, . 300 00
$4,090 12
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF
SCHOOLS.
February 10, 1921.
To the Board of Education:
I have the honor to submit a report of ray service from
September 1, 1920, to February 1, 1921. It was a matter of
great satisfactiou in taking up the work of supervision to find
that my predecessor had left matters in a most excellent state
of organization.
The teaching positions, with one exception, had been
tilled by the selection of experienced and capable teachers
who have given us splendid service. The clerical details had
been attended to so carefully that it was a simple matter to
carry on the routine of office work. The enlargement of the
Supervisory Union, of which the Lee District was a unit,
has made it impossible for a superintendent to give as much
attention to any one district as formerly, but it has been the
purpose of your present Superintendent to be immediately
available whenever his services were sought, for any foim of
community enterprise. The forethought of the joint com-
mittee of the Union in providing clerical assistance made it
possible for me to spend the greater part of my tune in actual
supervision and in developing educational plans. The
arrangement during the present year, of providing a substi-
tute teacher and clerk for the Union, has proved to be bene-
ficial. While only two districts have needed her teaching
service thus far, this teacher has been able to give valuable
aid in the exacting work of child accounting, collection of
data, and tabulating standardized test scores. Furthermore,
32
she is available, in case of need, to substitute for any teacher
in the Union.
Teachers.
Between 300,000 and 400,000 children were deprived of
schooling last year as a result of the shortage of teachers^
according to estimates made by P. P. Claxton, Federal Com-
missioner of Public Education. No relief for the situation
is seen by the commissioner. From 110,000 to 150,000 new
teachers will be needed next year, but there will be only
30,000 prepared teachers to fill vacancies, leaving a detici:^
of 80,000.
Fortunately, in spite of the dearth of teachers, we secured
valuable assistants to conduct the work of instruction in our
schools. These teachers had records of successful experience
elsewhere and they have done excellent work for us. They
have inculcated in the pupils a commendable spirit of co-op-
erative interest which augurs well for the future development
of our school system. With the retention of our present staff,
the schools will continue to prosper. In view of the unusual
living conditions forced upon them, we have secured our
teaching staff at remarkably low salaries. The average wage
was 8581 for the year 1919. This amounts to 111.17 per
week, for the twelve months during which a teacher must
pay her living expenses. During the school year she must
pay $5.50 per week for board and room, leaving $5.67 per
week for clothing, traveling expenses, professional advance-
ment, sickness, insurance, benevolence and thrift. No won-
der that a noted educator said recently: "Teaching is not a
profession now, it is a procession." The attractive financial
returns of various branches of industry make it increasingly
difficult to find men and women who are willing to give the
best years of their lives to the education of our children
without hope, at least, of a living wage in return. The situa-
33
tion is serious. Even by offering attractive wages teachers
cannot be obtained in sufficient numbers to keep all schools
open. The towns that provide the best conditions will suffer
least in the pedagogical famine.
Our qualifications for teachers are becoming more rigid
as we endeavor to surround our boys and girls with noble
characters possessing a high standard of professional skill.
It is no longer possible for a teacher to eke out her meager
stipend by gainful employment during the summer. She
must make herself increasingly efficient by advanced profes-
sional study and by mental and physical recuperation. We
should do all possible to aid our teachers to secure a fresh-
ness and vigor in their work which will react for the mental
and moral growth of our children.
An increase of about 25 per cent in the salary schedule
for the current year has relieved, in part, the acute financial
situation in which one who tried to teach and live in Lee be-
came involved. Our present corps of teachers is a fine body
of co-operating assistants, and we have been fortunate to
retain their services for so long a period at the salary offered.
Due to dissatisfaction with living conditions, it has been
necessary to change teachers at the Center on two different
occasions.
Following is the teaching roster at present:
Greta B. Gulliver, South School, graduate of Augusta,
Me., High School, 1915, election 1919.
Marian D. Cram, Center School, graduate of New^ Hamp-
shire College, 1916, election 1920.
Ellen C. Hoitt, North School, graduate of Dover High
School, 1919, election 1920.
School Organization.
In line wuth modern educational development, we should
organize our program of study to conform to the finding of
34
experts in education who have made exhaustive investiga-
tion looking toward the most rapid and thorough training
of the body, mind and spirit of the normal child. It is our
desire to bring our schools into the van of the standard
schools of the State. To do this we should adhere to the cur-
ricula suggested by the State Board of Education, which
propose concrete work in subjects which offer opportunity
for the child to display his inventive proclivities and which
develop and sustain an interest in experimental activities.
The line of demarcation for this progressive development is
at the seventh grade. Here an introduction into several fields
of knowledge, such as Practical Arts, Science, Concrete
Mathematics and Foreign Languages, often awakens latent
power or stimulates a will to know and to achieve. In
former days our methods were much wedded to formal dis-
cipline and emphasis was placed upon subjects lending
themselves most readily to drill and abstraction. This
course tended to an increase in the rate of educational mor-
tality which, a decade ago, had reached alarming proportions.
The new program tends to keep the children in school be-
yond the eighth grade; and, furthermore, it is of assistance
in the matter of vocational guidance.
The program which I would like to introduce into our
schools would be entire and desirable of itself; but further-
more, it is closely correlated with the advanced secondary
programs of neighboring high schools. It is as follows:
Days Periods
Grade 7 A. Subjects: per Wk. per Wk.
U. S. History and Civics, 5 5
French, 5 5
Concrete Geometry, Arithmetic, 5 5
Elementary Science, 3 3
Man. Training or Cooking, Sewing, '2 4
35
Days Periods
Grade 7 A. ISubjects per VVk. per Wk.
H. & C. Subjects: Composition,Cur-
rent Events, Drawing, Gardens,
Hygiene, Music, Plays, 5 10
Grade 8 A. Subjects:
U. S. History and Civics, 5 5
French, 5 5
Concrete Algebra and Arithmetic, 5 5
Elementary Science, 3 8
Man. Training or Cooking, Sewing, 2 4
B. & C. Subjects: as above, 5 10
The above program could not be carried out in a mixed
school to its logical conclusion; but if the district should
decide to place the seventh and eighth grades in a room by
themselves, one of our teachers could present the above
courses while our other two teachers could then limit their
efforts to the first six grades. In the meantime our pupils
who cannot attend a high school are deprived of the advan-
tage of the above enriched curriculum. It is earnestly hoped
that full consideration will be given to the advantage of a
consolidated school such as is enjoyed by Greenland and
Durham. The adoption of a plan for a central school always
has operated to the financial as well as the educational ad-
vantage of a town. It seems to attract new residents, to
increase the value of property, and, ultimately, to establish
the tax rate at a stable and satisfactory per centum.
Alterations Of Buildings.
In accordance with the vote of last March, the Center
school building has been converted into a standard school
home for our boys and girls in that section of the town.
Consideration should now be given to the needs of the build-
36
ing which houses more than half of our school population.
The toxic effect of fatigue is quickly evidenced in this school
because of insufficient and improperly arranged light area,
inadequate heating and ventilating apparatus, and a seating
arrangement that long has been in the discard among pro-
gressive schools. The pupils in our schools are a splendid
asset of our town—the best asset which it possesses. Let us
determine that this asset shall be conserved, nourished and
developed in an atmosphere that is invigorating, healthful
and homelike.
Health Supervision.
In accordance with the beneficent provision of the new
educational law all pupils received the services of a medical
inspector, whose diagnosis of physical defects, at least, re-
lieved thoughtful parents and guardians of the bliss of igno-
rance. If the part time service of a district nurse could be
secured to follow up the cases needing attention, the district
would be more nearly fulfilling its function as a guardian of
child welfare.
Following is the Health Summary:
Examiner, Dr. J. D. Butler. School year, 1919-1920.
No. of pupils examined, 87.
No. of teachers examined, 4.
Cases found by examiner: Anaemia, 1; defective teeth,
38; nervous disease, 1; hypertrophical tonsils, 11; adenoids,
3; enlarged glands, 1; mal-nutrition, 1; unvaccinated, 42;
defective vision, 1. Parents were notified of these defects
and the law regarding vaccination was enforced.
Co-operation on the part of parents in the remedying of
the indicated defects would not only confer a lasting blessing
upon the afiiicted child, but would also react to promote bet-





Whole No. of children 5-16 years of age: Boys, 28 Boys, 4H
Girls, 45 Girls, 40
Total,
No. registered in public schools,
No. attending high school or academy.
No, attending elementary schools out of town,
No. not attending school anywhere,
No. registered pupils who live in other towns,
No. of resident children accounted for.
No. of illiterate children 10 to 16 yrs. of age.






The co-operation of parents, pupils, teachers and citizens is
solicited to develop a better public spirit than is indicated in
this record.
Measurements.
In line with recent investigation of a diagnostic character
the work of the classroom has been subjected to comparison
with standardized scales or measures which give a more accu-
rate criterion by which to pass upon the work of the pupil than
would be obtained if the merit of the work were judged by
the opinion of the teachers or superintendent. The applica-
tion of these scales is of great value in grouping more
accurately those pupils whose achievement shows that they
should work together. In general the tests showed our pupils
to be generally above the median in arithmetic and below the
average in reading ability. The Weedy tests, series B in




The depressing effect of a lack of community spirit com-
municates itself very readily to the impressionable child. If
parents are not sufficiently interested in our schools to visit
them, to hold conferences with teachers, to require prompt
and continuous attendance by their children, then the morale
of any school system must remain low in spite of a zealous
teaching and administrative staff. Our attendance record
has not been as good as it should be. Interest in school life
must be fostered by every conceivable method to remedy
such a condition Vocational courses, organized plays and
games, in a well-equipped playground, social diversions,
opportunity for public appearance at entertainments and
dramatic exercises, all will aid in building up a better "school
spirit."
Conclusion.
With full recognition of the claims of six districts which
comprise his Supervisory Union, your Superintendent has
endeavored to give an impartial allotment of his time, talent
and energy to each one. He recognizes that twenty-four
hours do not hold enough minutes to enable him to give his
attention to the many problems pressing for solution. How-
ever, he is appreciative of the sympathetic support of the
members of your board, the loyal co-operation of our splen-
did staff of teachers, and the ready response of parents and
pupils for the successful issue of any plans he may have
promulgated.
Early in the year the entire corps of teachers in the
Union were called together for a conference on aims and
methods for the year's work. Among others, this observation
was made: "The social efficiency of our product will be the
test of our success as teachers. Our educational youth must
possess a threefold endowment—a fund of habits, a fund of
41
ideals and a fund of knowledge." We press on to this
goal. An association of the teachers was formed, and"
monthly meetings, at which attendance is voluntary, have
been held. These have been conducted by the teachers
themselves and have been provocative of much cultural value
as well as the development of professional pride in achieve-
ment. Your Superintendent has been in attendance at each
meeting of the association. He has also attended the State
Teachers Association of New Hampshire and Maine, the
Rockingham and Strafford County Institutes, five Superin-
tendents Conferences, held by the State Board, the New
England Superintendents Conference, and attended the sum-
mer session at Columbia University. He was called upon to
deliver fifty-six public addresses during the year 1919-1920,





REPORT OF TREASURER OF LEE SCHOOL
DISTRICT.
Amount in treasury Aug. 31, 1919, $ 418 42
Received from Town, 3,603 79
Received from Barrington, 18 00
$4,040 21
EXPENDITlfRES.
Paid orders of School Board, $3,509 85




We certify that we have examined the accounts of the
School Treasurer and find them correct.
G. H. SAWYER,
F. C. YORK,
Auditors.
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